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VIOLET: It'll be a long time before I ask him to do anything
else.

CHRISTINA: Don't say that, Violet. Because I came here
to-day on purpose to ask you to use your influence with
him.

VIOLET: You see how much I have.

CHRISTINA: That was a matter of principle* Men are always
funny about principles. You can never get them to
understand that circumstances alter cases,

VIOLET: Arthur looks upon me as a child. After all, it's not
my fault that I'm twenty years younger than he is.

CHRISTINA: I want your help so badly. Violet. And you
know, the fact that Arthur has just refused to do some-
thing for you is just the reason that will make him
anxious to do anything you ask now.

VIOLET: I don't want to expose myself to the humiliatiofl
of another refusal.

CHRISTINA: It's so important to me. It may mean all the
difference to Henry's future.

VIOLET: [With a change of manner9 charmingly I\ OKI Fd love
to do anything I could for Henry.

CHRISTINA: The Khedive has asked Arthur for an English
secretary. It seems to me that Henry has every possible
qualification, but you know what Arthur is; he's terri-
fied of the least suspicion of favouring his friends and
relations.

VIQLET: My dear Christina, what can I do? Arthur would
merely tell me to mind my own business.

CHRISTINA: He wants to give the post to Ronald Parry* * * .

VIOLET: [Quickly.] Ronny? But RonnyV going to Paris.
It's all arranged.

CHRISTINA: It was. But Arthur thinks it essential that he
should stay in Egypt,

VIOLET: Did you know this, Anne?